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and was remembered there for having * turned Papist.' I observed, that as he had changed several times-—from the Church of Kngland to the Church of Rome,— from the Church of Rome to infidelity, I did not despair yet of seeing him a methodist preacher. JOHNSON, (laughing.) ' It is said, that his range has been more extensive, and that he has once been Mahometan1. However, now that he has published his infidelity, he will probably persist in it.' BOSWKU,. ' I am not quite sure of that, Sir.'
I mentioned Sir Richard Steele having published his Christian /ft'r<>, with the avowed purpose of obliging himself to lead a religious life9; yet, that his conduct was by
•-••-'The freedom of my writings has indeed provoked an implacable, tribe; but as 1 was .-'ale from the stints, I wan .soon accustomed to the bux/inj4 of the hornets.'
I  Macaulay thus examines this report (AYv<M'.v, i. y*)):   'To what, then, it has been a.iked, could Johnson allude ?    Possibly to .some anecdote or some ronvets.ition of which all trace is lost.   One eonject-ure may be olh*red, though with diHidenre.    (Jibbon tells us in his memoirs | .)//>«. //V/',v, i. $(>{ that at «),\ford he took a fancy for studying Arabic, and wan prevented from dninj^ KO by the remonstrances of his tutor.   Scion after this, the younjj man fell in with Bo.ssuet's controversial writings, and was .speedily Converted liy them to the. Unman  Catholic* faith.    The apo.HUiny of a gentleman "Commoner would (if eour."»r be for a time the chief subject of conversation in the common ronrn of Magdalene,    His whim about Arabic- learning would naturally be mentioned, at»d would give occasion to .some jokes about the probability of his turning Mussulman.   If such jokes were, made, Johnson, who frequently visited Oxford, wan very likely to hear of them.'   Though (iibbon'n ,'luft)l>t\%t'ti/i/iy ends with the year 1788, yet he wrote portions of it, I believe, after the publication of the /,//> t\f JvltnwH.    Set* iinft\ it. *;, note i.    I have little doubt that in the following lint's he refers to the attack thus mude on him by Boswdl and Johnson.   ' Mswy yearn afterwards, when lin* nnme of (Silibon was become as tiotorioun as that of Middleton, it was industriously whisjK-tvel at Oxford that  the historian hud formerly "turned Papist;" my chaiat ter stood exposed to the reproach of inconstancy,' CHbbojt'x J//«'./f'«•//», i.6«i.
II   Stei'Ie, in I»IM slfi'/w ft>r //it/tut-// utttt //A* H'rHin^s (erl. 1714, p. KOI, hays of himself:   ' He tir.nt became an author when an <-nsign of the (Jtiards, a way <>f lile expiwed to mu« h irregidarity, and beintf
II.     U                                                                                     no jitlwmfil »»f fu|)tatn Mir-
